monolithic, central command for all the unions. The reality is quite different, with independent, autonomous international unions and a relatively weak national center. And within and among American unions, a wide range of political and economic views exist. Also, old leaders, their vision shaped by World War II, the Cold War, and the economic "good times" of the 1950s and 1960s, are being replaced by newer leaders, shaped by the civil rights and anti-war movements, Watergate, and the Reagan era. This surprised CGT leaders.
About two-thirds of the sessions related to the general theme of "Labor in the Era of World War II." Robert Zieger, a presenter at the first convention and now professor of history at the University of Florida, opened the conference with an address on "The CIO and the National Security State." He stressed how differently Walter Reuther viewed that relationship than did John L. Lewis and Philip Murray. Reuther shared few of their qualms, embraced the state, viewed it as an instrument that labor participation could mold.
Marilyn S. Johnson (Southern Methodist University) and James Gregory (UC, Berkeley), presented papers on the theme of "Changing Demographics and the Work Force: Northern California and World War II." Johnson's paper focused on "Wartime Shipyards: The Transformation of Labor During World War II," while Gregory presented some of his findings, chiefly for the post-war period about "Okies, Arkies, and Other Southerners: Remaking California's White Working Class." He noted, for instance, that by 1970 Okies and other southerners comprised about 20 percent of the skilled and semiskilled labor force. During the 1960s their presence influenced white working-class culture and politics-evident in the popularity of country music and the conservative populism behind votes for George Wallace and other backlash candidates.
A session on "Wartime Federal Labor Regulations" featured papers by Richard P. Boyden (National Archives, Pacific Sierra Region) on "The San Several sessions addressed issues relating to agricultural workers. Hub Segur (University of Redlands) examined "The Organizing Success of Filipino Farm Workers in the '30s and '40s," stressing the creation of organization based on linking economic, cultural, and social issues with militant actions and cooperative ventures. Carol Zabin (University of California, Davis), in absentia, dealt with the continuing influx of immigrant workers at the lowest rungs of agricultural labor. "Organizing California Agricultural Workers after World War II" focused on the National Farm Labor Union, AFL. Bill Becker, an NFLU organizer between 1949 and 1952, recalled his experiences in the San Joaquin and Imperial valleys at a time when the presence of braceros and "illegals" hindered organizing. Carolos Mufioz (UC, Berkeley) examined scholar-organizer Ernesto Galarza. A final session brought together several migrant farm workers, members of Proyecto Laboral Agricola and Familias Compesinas, who discussed current efforts to collectively address exploitative conditions.
A panel discussion on the need for a California labor history textbook featured Bob Cherny (San Francisco State University), Dan Cornford (CSU, San Jose), Vicki Ruiz (UC, Davis), and Jeff Lustig (CSU, Sacramento). They noted the paucity of literature on the subject, debated the value of chronological and topical breakdowns, and stressed the significance of ethnicity in the California labor force.
Three panelists commented on different approaches to labor studies. Frank Strieker (CSU, Dominguez Hills) discussed the use of 1930s films for the teaching Finally, the association continued its tradition of honoring for distinguished lifetime service to the labor movement an individual who has worked in or been associated with the location of the annual meeting. This year the award went to Delores Huerta of the United Farm Workers. John Fernandez, her brother, accepted the award on her behalf.
Organization of American Historians
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The panels on labor history at the 1991OAH convention, held in Louisville in April 1991, offered a diverse range of topics. The sessions included "Video Production and Historical Interpretation: Commemorating a Century of Mine Workers' History," "Women, Work, and Family," "For Fun and Profit: Industrial Recreation in the Mid-Twentieth Century," "Labor and the State: The Exigency of Power," "The Politics of Labor in the Wilson Presidency," and "Records in the National Archives Relating to Twentieth-Century Protest and Dissent."
Several sessions gave evidence of the great interest in the topics of race, gender, and language among the profession. Several sessions addressed the history of Spanish-speaking peoples: "Working beyond Borders: Mexican Migrant Workers," and "Explorations in Chicano Labor History." On the panel "New Directions in Chicano and Filipino History," Jeffrey Garcilazo, speaking about "Mexican Railroad Workers in Kansas and the Southwest," argued that class and race determined the status of these workers and relegated them into being an industrial reserve army. Irene Ledesma, delivering a paper on "Gender and Labor Activism in Texas," argued that in the 1930s Mexican-American women began to transcend their passive, race and gender-determined role in the labor movement and created a public sphere of activism. Arlene deVera's paper on "McCarthyism and WestCoast Filipino Labor Organizing" illustrated how the courts and the INS used redbaiting to crush a local union by deporting the leaders.
At the session "The Politics of Exclusion and Working-Class Relations in the New South," Eric Arnesen, in his paper "Segmentation, Exclusion, and WorkingClass Race Relations in the New South," examined the Railroad Brotherhood's attempt to create a "Nordic closed shop." Arnesen argued that blacks' own racial consciousness served to mobilize a class awareness, which, in turn, functioned as a racially unifying factor. Dana Frank, talking about "Race, Class, and the Politics
